go pusa.co m
http://www.go pusa.co m/co mmentary/2013/03/12/schlafly-drug-resistant-tb-co ming-acro ss-the-bo rder/?subscriber=1

Schlafly: Drug Resistant TB Coming Across the Border
T he United States practically eliminated tuberculosis many
decades ago with good hygiene and good drugs. But T B is
coming back with a vengeance over our open border with
Mexico and in a f orm that is highly contagious, f atal and
drug resistant.
We got a shock recently when the national news carried
inf ormation about an illegal alien f rom Nepal carrying this
ancient disease across our southern border illegally af ter
traveling through 13 countries. He probably inf ected people
all along the way.
T his Nepal man is now in an immigration and customs detention f acility in Texas in so-called medical
isolation. We don't know how many of our U.S. Border Patrol and medical personnel may have been inf ected
bef ore his lif e-threatening disease was diagnosed.
A f ull-page account of the T B problem in the Wall Street Journal described in detail the worry of our health
of f icials that our 2,000-mile southern border could become a breeding ground f or f atal, drug-resistant T B.
T hese diseased illegal aliens who show up on our doorstep in Texas and Arizona, requiring years of
medication and isolation while being a danger to the lives of Americans assigned to care f or them, are very
costly. A recent CDC study estimates the cost of treatment on average to be $140,000, and some cases run
as high as $700,000.
Tuberculosis is a debilitating disease that has shortened human lives since ancient times. It is caused by
inf ectious bacteria that are easily passed airborne f rom person to person through casual association,
coughing and breathing.
Since 1950, T B has been f ully treatable with drugs that cost pennies to make. T he problem is the people
who quit taking their medicine as soon as they f eel better, bef ore the inf ection has been completely
eliminated f rom the body. T he vast majority of cases of MDR T B in the United States are with people born in
other countries who have come to the U.S.
Irresponsible behavior by people all over the world, especially in developing countries such as India and
Mexico, has led to an explosion of multi-drug resistant (MDR) and extensively drug resistant (XDR) versions
of T B. Such cases are rampant in countries that supply cheap labor (both legal and illegal) to the United
States.
During the heyday of immigration through Ellis Island, prospective immigrants were medically screened and
sent back to their home country if there was evidence of T B. Today, instead of screening undesirable people
at the border, we are asked to pay our health workers to treat them.
However, it's not enough to supply and dispense the anti-T B drugs. We have to watch them take their drug
every day.
In the f ace of this costly disease invading us across our southern border, not only f rom but through Mexico,
a couple of busybodies have been given space in the Wall Street Journal to broach a plan to dig up an

unused clause of NAFTA to allow Mexicans without limit to work legally anywhere in the U.S. or Canada. T he
purpose is to make the U.S. border as open to workers as it has been f or goods and investment.
T hat's a terrible idea on many counts. Opening our southern border f or any or all Mexicans to work in the
U.S. would not only mean an open door to disease but also be a plan to make jobs go to f oreigners instead
of to the Americans and legal immigrants who are now swelling our unemployment rolls.
T his of f -the-wall proposal is a direct attack on American sovereignty. Americans should cry "shame" to all
those who say that "the market" (rather than U.S. legislation) should decide who enters the United States.
T he decision as to who enters our country is part of the indicia of sovereignty. If we give it away, we would
no longer be a sovereign republic.
One of the arguments made f or NAFTA when it was rammed through Congress by Bill Clinton in 1993 was
that it would reduce illegal immigration f rom Mexico by providing more jobs f or Mexicans in their own country.
T hat argument, made by many prominent people, was f alse then and ridiculous now.
Our government should obey the law, and that includes the law that requires building a f ence on our
southern border. T he f ence law was signed by President George W. Bush, who staged a photo op of his
signing to emphasize its importance.
T he f ence was never built. T he government spent nearly $2 billion experimenting with a stupid "virtual" f ence,
which didn't work and has been abandoned. We expect a f ence like the one that works so well in San Diego:
a 12-f oot-high double f ence.
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